
Innovations for the SDGs: 
The young professional’s role

• Sunday 27 August | 14.00-15.30 | Room: FH Little Theatre 



Today’s Session: 
Part 1
• Antonella Vagliente: Director General at Young Water Professionals

• Catherine Wenger: Director at Arup

• Young Water Professional: Janita Bartell: MEL Lead at WaterShed. 

• Young Water Professional: Marten Susebeek: CEO of Susteq. 

• Nomvula Mokonyane: Minister for South African Department of Water and Sanitation.

Part 2
• Icebreaker group game (5 mins) 

• Group discussion (2 questions, 20 mins) 

• Super Speed 1 minute feedback challenge 



Antonella Vagliente: Director General at 
Young Water Professionals























Catherine Wenger: Director at Arup



What is the role of 

private companies in 

delivering the SDGs?

Catherine Wenger





Contents

• Private Companies & SDGs

• Arup as a case study

• Opportunities & Challenges

• What next?



Who is responsible for implementing the SDGs?
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Arup Values
Key Speech
• Quality of work
• Total architecture
• Humane organization
• Straight and honourable dealings
• Social usefulness
• Reasonable prosperity of members



West Water Direction of TravelSo what’s our Why?



Design with Water



Drivers of Change cards



Plan c. The Global Challenge

Community 
Engagement 
Committee 
Discussions

Global Staff 
engagement – how 
can add value not 

just cash?

Selected Water & 
Energy SDGs 

Agreed funding of 
£5m over 5 years

Call for applications 
– replicable & 

repeatable
22 ideas submittedTechnical review6 shortlisted

Next stage –
workshops to 

develop further

Encourage & inspire 
ambitious proposals

2 to proceed
Disseminate 

learning with open 
source materials.



Potential challenges & opportunities

• Persuading share holders

• Commercial implications

• Who to partner with?



Nomvula Mokonyane: Minister for South African 
Department of Water and Sanitation



Young Water Professional 

Janita Bartell: Monitoring and Evaluation Lead at WaterShed











Rural Cambodian women’s 
professional networks*

* a simplified representation







Young Water Professional 

Marten Susebeek: CEO of Susteq



The innovation behind Susteq and how 

it is helping meet SDG goal 6

Marten Susebeek 

Co-founder CEO of Susteq



Safe Water for All



Water treatment 

inside 

school compound

Revenue collection from

community via school

Safe water delivery to 

community via school

Susteq Hub

3 tap

Safe water distribution via school

Water tap

outside 

school 

compound







Innovation behind Susteq 



Join us to meet SDG goal 6

 www.susteq.nl    marten@susteq.nl



Group Icebreaker Game – Water Taboo 

• Give out all the cards evenly within the group 

• Describe the word on the card without saying the two taboo words 
beneath

• First group to finish all 20 cards wins



Group discussion 

• Think about innovative ideas that you can implement in your daily 
job in order to take into account SDG 6 as a normal basis" (Micro 
solutions perspective)

• Think about innovative ideas that the industry can implement in 
order to integrate SDG 6 as a normal companies approach/principles " 
(Macro solutions perspective)



Super speed 1 minute feedback challenge 



Thank you 


